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THE RAPID EXPANSION OF VOTER PARTICIPATION
lN LATIN AMERICA: PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS,

lntroduction

Political participation in Latin America manifests itself in
various forms.' One of the most visible and quantifiable of
these is voter participation. The rate of voter participation
can be an indicator of the legitimacy of a government, the
openness of the political system, or mass interest in elections.
For several reasons, many scholars have tended to focus their
research on a particular election or country.2 Scarcity of
data has been cited as one of the major reasons more compre-
hensive work has not been done in the field.s

Not until the 1970s was basic comprehensive data
published. ln 1972 Kenneth Ruddle and Philip Gillette pro-
duced a historical series for the post-World War ll era, Latin
American Political Statr'strbs, to launch further studies. ln
1974 Tatu Vanhanen's Political and Social Structures, Paft 1:

American Countries. 1850-1973 expanded upon Ruddle and
Gillette. carrying the statistics back to the 1840s.

My intent in this study is to build upon the work of
Ruddle and Gillette and Vanhanen by using and updating
presidential election statistics to focus on the percentage of
the population that participated in elections in each Latin
American country. I also provide a general analysis of the
rapid expansion of voter participation.

Sources and Methodology

ln gathering electoral statistics for Latin America's
twenty countries, I found very few sources containing data
for the period prior to World War ll. Since Vanhanen carries
his data back to the 1840s. he is my main source.' Because

AUTHOR'S NOTE: The author wishes to thank David Lorey and

Charles Grimes for computer support.

I For the different types of polit¡cal part¡cipation see Mitchell A.
Seligson and John Booth,Pol¡t¡cal Participation in Latin America,
vols. 1 and 2 (New York: Holmes and Meyer, 1978).

2 For an example of th¡s consult John D. Martz and Enrique Baloyra,

Electora! Mobitization and Public Opinion: The Venezuelan Cam-

paign of 1973 (Qhapel Hill: Univers¡ty of North Carolina Press,

1 978).
3See Howard Wiarda. Critical Elections and Critical Coups: State,

Society and the Mil¡taty in the Process of Latin American Develop'
ment (Athens: Center for lnternational Studies, Latin American
Program, Ohio University, 1979.

1 lt should be noted that Vanhanen's aforementioned book was

combined with data on other countr¡es by him and published ¡n

1979 by University Microfilms lnternational with the title Power

and the Means of Pou¡er. Since both works contain the same data

for Lat¡n America I do not different¡ate between the two.
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of scarcity of data for the nineteenth century, Vanhanen

frequently estimates the percentage of the total population

voting. His estimates are helpful in observing voter participa-

tion trends. For presidential election data since the 1940s, I

have consulted (in addition to Ruddle and Gillette) the
Statistical Abstract of Latin America (vols. 21 through 24),
Keesing's Contemporary Archives, Facts on File,and reports
from the political officers of the United States embassy in

each country.
The statistical tables presented here include the popula-

tion figures used to calculate the percent of the population

that voted in each election. Population figures before 1939

are from Arthur Banks's Cross-Polity Times-Series Data and
the Staf/bf/bal Abstract of Latin America (vol 23). The

remainder of the population figures are from The United
Nations Demographic Yearbook (UN-DY), the Economic

Commission for Latin America's Statistical Yearbook for
Latin America (ECLA-SY) and International Financial

Statrbacs (lMF-lFS).

The reader must be aware that statistics vary depending

upon their source; it is possible, therefore, to have parallel

but different time-series for the same countries. An example

is the case of Argentina, where I found four different sets of
statistics for the total voting population ln the III58 elec-

tion.s There are several reasons for the discrepancies in the

statistics. such as the inclusion or exclusion of null and blank

votes and votes for illegal candidates, and whether the data

include all precincts counted or only a percentage. Where

discrepancies occurred, I chose the median figure. Another

discrepancy in the data is the total population figure. ln

countries with a relatively large youth population voter par-

ticipation may be low, since a vast number are under the

legal voting age.

An alternate method for determining voter participa-

tion is to calculate it as a percentage of the voting age popu-

lation. Several problems arise, however, one being insuffi-

cient population data. Even if such population data could be

found back to the nineteenth century, it would be difficult
to calculate voter participat¡on based on voting age popula-

tion since in many countries there was no established legal

3Vanhanen shows I,063,498 persons voting. Cantón shows

9,088.491, Ruddle and Gillette show 7,771,956, and the Argentina

Etection Factbook' Juty 7' 1963, shows 9,065,035 persons voting'

862



voting age. ln Bolivia, for example, during the 1960s the legal

voting age was 21 years. and 18 years for married citizens.'
Owing to the difficulty in finding adequate data and then
calculating the voting age population, I have opted to use

total population figures instead of the voting age population
figures to calculate the percentage of voter participation.

Tables 3400-3419 and figures 34:1-34:20 show the
increase in voter participation in the individual countries of
Latin America. Similar data for the United States has been

included for "control" purposes (table 3420; figure 34:21).
These data show how Latin Ame.rica fares in comparison
with the United States, a comparison that is often made.

Voting in the Nineteenth Century: Restrictive Voting

By observing the percentage of the populat¡on that
voted in each presidential election in nineteenth-century
Latin America, one can quickly see that only an extremely
small number voted. Electoral participation during this
period was generally restricted to the landed elite and a few
elite urban dwellers." Table 3421 (and figure 34:22) show
that an average of slightly more than 2 percent of the Latin
American population voted during this period, compared
with 16 percent in the United States.

ln a few exceptional cases during the n¡neteenth
century, a relatively high percentage of the population voted.
ln the Peruvian election of 1858 (table 3417, figure 34:18)
23.8 percent of the population voted, a figure that was not
surpassed until the election of 1985. The same trend can be

seen in Venezuela during the 1870s, the Dominican Repub-
lic during the 1880s, and in Colombia in 1857. To explain
such a phenomenon one must look at the similarities in
elections. Table 3422 demonstrates that during the time of
the election in each of the above-mentioned cases, the
constitutions called for direct elections. ln each case, the
caudillo who won the election had favored direct elections,
and had been in power or had been supported by the person

in power at the time. Therefore, the caudillos or their cliques

controlled the elections, allowing them to by-pass congress

and appeal to the voters. With a larger electorate the poten-
tial for fraud was greater.

' Voter participation in nineteenth-century Latin Amer-
ica was highly restricted. With an average of slightly more
than 2 percent of the population voting, the populace
obviously had very little, if any, say in who was to lead the
country. The political scene was dominated by caudillos,
landholders. and military elites. ln many countries, however,
by the late nineteenth century the middle sectors began to
push for a greater voice. signaling a trend toward expanded
voter participation.

t Bolivia Election Factbook, July 3, 1966 (Washington D.C.: Opera-
tions and Policy Research, lnc., 1966).

? Robert J. Alexander, Latin American Potitics and Govemment
(New York: Harper and Row, 1965), pp.1'l-12.
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lncreased Voter Participat¡on and the Basis for Change:
1900s-1930s

ln the late nineteenth century, the emerging middle
sectors in some Latin American countries began to push for
more political and economic power. By the 1920s many
had achieved some degree of reform, such as an increase in
the number eligible to vote. Some governments proclaimed
universal male suffrage. ln Argentina, for example, the
emerging middle sectors formed the Unión Cívica Radical
(UCR) in 189'1. a political party which had as part of its
platform several social reforms including the expansion of
voter participation. The UCR helped to pressure President
Rogue Sáenz Peña into proclaiming the Sáenz-Peña law, in
1912, which granted universal male suffrage. Once the mid-
dle sectors were allowed to participate in elections they were
able to elect their own candidate to the presidency, Hipólito
Yrigoyen.6 Electoral participation in Argentina increased
from under 3 percent before 1922, to 8.8 percent in 1922
(taOle 3400; f igure 34:1), and has been rising steadily since.

Other countries (Chile, Costa Rica, Honduras, Mexico,
Paraguay, Uruguay, and Guatemala) also showed a steady
increase in electoral participation. The average percent of the
population voting in presidential elections in Latin America
during this period was 5.6 percent. ln Mexico during the
Porfiriato vot¡ng was very restricted; however, the fall of
Porfirio Dfaz in 1911 stimulated expanded enfranchisement.
Table 3413 shows that .1 percent of the population voted
düring the Porfiriato and with the election of Carranza in
1917, the percentage begíns to increase rapidly. ln Uruguay
the reform movement under the influence of José Batlle
Ordóñez led to the Constitution of 1917 which granted

"Free suffrage and fair elections."t The movement toward
the expansion of enfranchisement helped to form the basis
for increased electoral partic¡pation in the following decades.

U.S. dominance in several Latin American countries
also led to increased voter participation- President Woodrow
Wilson's policy of w¡thholding recognition of governments

that came to power by force influenced the electoral process.

For example, when Federico A. Tinoco seized power in
Costa Rica in 1917, the United States denounced the action
and withheld recognition until Tinoco was forced to step
down, and elections were held in 1919.'o

U.S. occupat¡on forces controlled the Dominican
Republic from 1916 to 1930, and supervised the 1924
elections. ln 1930 the Dominican Republic again held

¡James R. Scobie, Argentina: A C¡ty and a Nation (New York:
Oxford University Press,1975), pp. 198-205.

'See Hubert Herr¡ng, A H¡story of Latin Amer¡ca (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf , 1968), p. 794.

roConsult Harold Eugene Davis, John J. Finan, and F. Taylor Peck,

Latin American D¡plomatic History: An lntroduction (Baton

Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1977), p. 1il; Herring,
History, p. 498.
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elect¡ons, after the revolt led by Rafael Trujillo and his

successful handling of the aftermath of a severe hurricane.
Voter partic¡pation in the 1930 election jumped from
.1 percent in 1924 to 17.9 percent. The United States also
dominated Cuba and Panama, where elections were held on
a regular basis with participation figures rising at a constant
rate. ln Nicaragua, which has been dominated by the United
States since 1909, election participation increased from
.2 percent in 1891 to 12.2 percent in 1924. ln the 1928
elections, supervised by the United States, voter part¡cipation
rose to 20 percent. Haiti was occupied by the United States
from 1919 to 1934, during which time only one presidential
election was held. As table 3411 and figure 34:12 show,
approximately 3 percent of the population voted, the highest
rate in Haiti's history, a figure that would not be surpassed
until 1950. Thus, U.S. influence and dominance, if anything,
helped to increase voter partic¡pation ¡n Latin America.

ln contrast to those countries where voter participation
was on the rise, Brazil, Ecuador, El Salvador, Peru, and
Bolivia showed little expansion of the voting population.
Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador have large lndian populations.
Since literacy was a requirement for vot¡ng and the majority
of the lndians were ¡lliterate, they were not allowed to vote.
Elite landholders and the military were dominant in Brazil,
El Salvador, and Bolivia, where the middle sectors had been

unable to break down the barriers to political participation
as in other countries. No presidential elections were held in
Venezuela between 1897 and 1937, due largely to the dic-
tatorship of Juan Vicente Gómez.

Although there were substantial gains in voter partici-
pat¡on ¡n many countries, in others voting rema¡ned greatly
restricted. However, the world situation was altering rapidly,
making changes in voter participation patterns in Latin
America a possibility.

Rapid Expansion of Voter Participat¡on: 1930s-1950s

The decade of the 1930s was a time of rapid political
change throughout the world as countries struggled to cope

with the Great Depression. ln Latin America the period was

one of rapid expansion in voter participation. owing in part
to the rise of populist leaders appealing to a multiclass

alliance, the organization of the urban working class, and

the granting of voting rights to women. The average voter
part¡cipation in Latin America was 18 percent compared
with 36 percent in the United States (table 3421 and figure
34:221. Voter participation in some Latin American coun-
tries during this period surpassed that in the United States.

The world economic crisis and World War ll brought
into public view various political ideologies, such as fascism,
socialism, and communism, which were channeled into politi-
cal parties. These political parties began to recruit urban
masses, until then an untapped reservoir of votes. ln "Popu-
lism in Brazil, 1925-1945," Michael L. Connif discusses the
impact of party recruitment of the urban masses in Rio de

Janeiro." He shows that votes for president increased
seventeen-fold in less than twenty years. ln 1926, 28,000
people voted; in 1930, 64,000; in 1934, 110,000; and in
1946, 482,000. ln order to keep pace with the growing

strength of communist and fascist groups, traditional parties

had to broaden their bases of support. Many began to appeal

to the urban masses by advocating and later passing social

legislation benefiting those groups. As the masses began to
enjoy social benefits, many (Argentina and Brazil, for exam-
ple) began to exercise their right to vote.

ln other countries voter participat¡on began to increase

as a result of "democratic" coups and revolutions. The
Costa Rican Revolution of 1948 and the Venezuelan upheav-

als of 1947 and 1958 led to a rapid rise in thevoterpartici-
pation, which has lasted to the present day (tables 3405
and 3419). The Bolivian National Revolution of 1952,
led by the Movimiento Nacional Revolucionario, threw off
the yoke of the oligarchy's control of politics and allowed
for the expansion of voter participat¡on. ln the election of
1952, 4 percent of the population voted, but after the
Revolución, in the 1956 election, 28 percent of the popula-

tion voted (table 3401). ln Brazil the coup that ousted
Getúlio Vargas in '1945 led to regular presidential elections,

which continued until 1964. During this period in Brazilian
history, voter participation increased seven-fold, due largely

to the social legislation passed during the dictatorsÉip of
Vargas.

Another cause of the rapid expansion of voter partici-
pation during this period was the granting of voting rights to
women. I,able 3423 gives the year that each country granted

women the right to vote. ln nearly all cases the percentage

of voter participation increased dramatically following
women's suffrage. The increase averaged 138.6 percent. ln
three countries, however (Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay),
the percentage decreased. These decreases can be attr¡buted
to (1) the lack of precise participation data for Ecuador
prior to 1929, l2l a change in the presidential system in

Uruguay, and (3) the possibility of voter discontent w¡th the

Stroessner regime in Paraguay.

The combination of multiclass alliances and the grant'

ing of the right to vote to women contributed significantly to
the increase in voter participation, but for such rapid expan-

sion there was a price to pay.

The Decline: 1960s-1980s

After the widespread increase in electoral part¡c¡pa-

tion from the 1930s to the 1960s, a backlash against the

electoral process occurred. lnept civilian government, rapid

inflation, and threats of rapid change paved the way for the

military to intervene and establish "order'" During the 1970s

t r See Michael L. Connif , ed., Latin American Populism in Compara'

tive Perspective (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press'

1982), p. 69.



the number of presidential elections dropped drastically
Itable 3424 and figure 34:23). Military coups occurred in
several countries and military rule lasted for several years
(table 3425). Table 3425 also shows which countries had
"rigged" elections and where the electoral process remained
in tact.

"Rigged" elections occurred in Nicaragua, Paraguay,
Guatemala, and Haiti during this period. Although voter
part¡c¡pation increased, dictatorships were largely in control.
ln Paraguay General Stroessner was elected to the presidency
each time, ln Nicaragua the head of the Guardia Nacional,
Anastasio Somoza Debayle, oversaw the election of a politi-
cal crony, René Schick Gutiérrez, while Somoza himself was
elected president twice. ln Guatemala, after the dictator-
ships of Miguel Ydígoras Fuentes and Colonel Enrique
Peralta Azurdia in 1968, elections were held every four years
under the close supervision of the military. ln Haiti. Presi-
dent Duvalier had himself elected president for life in 1g61.

ln Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, and Venezuela the
electoral process remained relatively free from military
intervention. Voter participation continued to rise in these
countries, as tables 3404,3405,3413, and 3419 show.

ln the remaining countries, civilian governments were
toppled and the military ruled without holding elections.
In the case of Brazil a president was confirmed by congress
after being chosen by the military high command. ln Argen-
tina in '1973, after seven years of military rule, Juan Domingo
Perón was elected president again, and voter participation
further increased. Upon his death his wife assumed power
until the military coup.

The military backlash against the electoral process was
a setback to voter participation movements. By the late
1970s, however, a drive had begun to resume the electoral
process, as we shall see below.

Return to Elections and lncreased Voter
Participation : 1 980-86

Since the late 1970s there has been a movement to
return Latin American governments to civilian rule through
the electoral process. By 1986 the dominance of military
and personalist dictatorships had declined as a result of
U.S. pressure, economic difficulties, and inept military rule.

The return to elections in Latin America has been
facilitated in part by pressure from the United States. Presi-

dent Jimmy Carter had made it a part of his administration's
foreign policy to criticize and reduce aid to military govern-
ments. This is one of the reasons Bolivians give for holding
the 1978 elections." ln Honduras, prior to the 1gg0 elec-
tion's, the United States gave the military $500,000 (U.S.)
in aid with a promise of ten times that amount after the

r 2See Asamblea Permanente de Derechos Humanos en Bolivia,
El fraude electoral: Un atentado contra Ia voluntad popular (La

Paz, March, 1979), p. 10.
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elections were held.'3 ln Nicaragua and Haiti the United
States tried to use its influence to persuade Somoza and

Duvalier to broaden political rights; when this policy failed,
the United States supported the ouster of both leaders and

began to push for elections. The United States has con-

demned the dictatorship of Chilean president Augusto
Pinochet, and is now considering economic pressure to
accelerate plans for holding elections.

lnept military governments and. sconomic problems

helped cause widespread discontent, leading to the consoli-

dation of internal opposition and the decision by the military
in some countries to hold elections. ln Argentina the military
government was plagued with economic difficulties. lnflation
rates continued to grow as real wages declined dramatically.
ln 1982, trying to divert attent¡on from the econom¡c

crisis, the military occupied the Falkland lslands, which led

to a failed war with England. The military regime was with-
out legit¡macy and was forced to hold elections.tt Similar
events took place in other countries where financial crisis left
the military with no alternative but to give up power. With
the exception of Cuba, Haiti, and Chile, all Latin American
countries have held elections since 1982.

ln Cuba Fidel Castro remains the dominant political
force, and national presidential elections have not been held
since 1954. ln Haiti 'the twenty-nine-year rule of the Duva-
liers came to an end in February 1986, with the toppling of
Jean-Claude Duvalier. The junta has said that it plans to hold
elections in November 19g7. Chile, under the rule of General
Pinochet since 1973, has yet to hold a presidential election
despite internal and external pressures to do so. Pinochet,
however, maintains that he intends to hold a 1989 plebiscite

on his continued power into the 1990s. Since the fall of
Somoza in 1979 and Duvalier in 1986, right-wing dictator-
ships are restricted to Stroessner in Paraguay and Pinochet
in Chile. However, with Stroessner's advancing age, Pino-

chet's talk of elections, as well as the possibility of U.S.

economic pressure on Chile," it is possible that by the end

of the 1980s the presidential electoral process will be re-

stored to Latin America with the exception of Cuba.

During the 1980s, voter participation in Latin America
has continued to increase. The average rate has risen to 29.3
percent of the population (table 3421 and figure 34:22l..
Argentina and Uruguay have, by far, the highest participation
rate, 52 and 64 percent respectively. Part of the reason for
the increase during this period is the lowering of the voting

tlThomas P. Anderson, Pot¡t¡cs ¡n Central America (New York:
Praeger, 19821,p.127.

raDavid Rock and Susan Avellano, "The Argentine Elections of
'1983: Sígnifiéance and Repercussions," in Paul W. Drake and

Eduardo Silva. eds., Elections and Democratizat¡on ¡n Latin Amer-
ica, 1980-1985 (San Diego: Center for lberian and Letin American
Studies, University of California, 1986), p. 187.

I s Los Angeles lftnes, August 1 9, 1 986, p. 2.
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age in some countries, as well as the inclusion of illiterates
among the voting population. ln Peru, for example. eighteen-
year-olds and illiterates voted for the first time in the 1980
elections. ln that election 60 percent of the electorate was

eligible to vote for the first time."
ln addition to the factors discussed thus far, others

have influenced the rapid expansion of voter participation as

well. These include electoral fraud, incentives and barriers
to voting, and the existence of mandatory voting laws.

Electoral Fraud

Electoral fraud can influence voter participation in a

number of ways. Let us take the case of Guatemala in the
1970s where the elections were known to be fraudulent. The
result was voter apathy and distrust. As null and blank votes
increased, the government did not release official figures for
null and blank voting, as it had in the past," for fear of
widespread use of null and blank votes as a form of protest.

Besides encouraging absenteeism and protest voting,
electoral fraud can also contribute to an increase in voter
participation figures. An extreme example is the case of the
Bolivian election of 1978. The election was annulled before
the counting of the results was officially completed; how-
ever, nearly complete tabulations show a total number of
votes (61,294) greater than the total number of voters
registered.'¡ Although electoral fraud is difficult to docu-
ment, once detected it suggests that apparent voter partici-
pation statistics cannot always be viewed as literal indicators
of the wishes of the populace.

Barriers and I ncentives

The level of voter participation is also influenced by
obstacles and incentives to voting. Barriers, or obstacles,
tend to have a discouraging, alienating effect in many cases.

Examples are numerous. such as a slow registration process,

complicated procedures, and long lines. ln Chile before
1962 potential voters could only register during a two-hour
period on eight prescribed days each month.'e ln Colombia
complicated procedures probably account for the low
participat¡on rate. ln his book Latin American Democracies
John Peeler describes the Colombian electoral procedure:

rt Keesing's Contenporary Archives (30546). 1980.
r?José M. Rivas, "Elecciones presidenciales en Guatemala. 1966-

1978: llegitimidad progresiva del gobierno," Esudios Centro'
amer¡canos (Universidad Centroamericana José Simeón Canas),

June-July 1978.
rrCalculated from pages 35 and 69 ol El Fraude Electoral;MurraY

Seeger and Ray Bonner report this f igure to be 49,412 in "Bolivia,"
Atlantic Monthly, December 1980, pp. 16-21.

I t Edward J. Williams and Freeman J. Wright, Latin American Poli
tics: A Developmentat Approach (New York: Mayf¡eld, 1975),
p. 31 6.

Months before the election prospective

voters must assure that their national identifica-
tion cards are in order. lf they wish to vote
anywhere other than the place where the card
was issued they must go through a separate pro-
cedure. On election day all roads are closed, so

that persons who need to vote in their home-
towns must take three days off in order to vote.
Furthermore, the actual casting of the vote is an

elaborate procedure.'o

Having to wait in long lines to cast a ballot may also deter
potential voters. ln the Dominican Republic elections of
May 1986, many had to wait in lines for up to eight hours."

lncentives for voting are common in Latin America.
The buying of votes is a prime example. ln Brazil before the
election a candidate gives a voter lodging, food, alcohol, and
sometimes a small amount of cash. On election day he is

given a ride to the polls."' During the Somoza regime in
Nicaragua, Somoza gave money and food to voters in ex-
change for votes.t3 He also sent telegrams to government
bureaucratic sect¡on chiefs reminding them to take their
employees to vote, and punished those who did not
cooperate,t'

Mandatory Voting

Another factor influencing the electoral processes in

Latin America is obligatory voter participation. The majority
of Latin American countries have had mandatory voting
laws at one time or another (table 3426). Mandatory voting
is a means for a government to force the populace to vote,

thus maintaining the appearance of a popularly elected
government. For example, in Paraguay mandatory voting
enables Stroessner to claim that he is a popularly elected,

legitimate leader. The obligatory vote is also used to force

many voters to the polls in order to cover up the large

number that are unable to vote because of literacy qualifica-

tions, as in Ecuador."
The obligatory vote is an effective means for govern-

ments to get people to vote. Most governments with manda-

tory vot¡ng laws, like Paraguay and NicaraguaduringSomoza,
try to force potent¡al employees of the state to prove that
they voted. Elsewhere, one theoret¡cally must show proof of
voting before obtaining government services. ln Venezuela,

for example, proof of registration and voting must be sub-

toJohn A. Peeler, Latin American Democracies (Ghapel Hill: Uni-
versity of North Carolina Press, 1985), pp. 97-98.

'2 t "Stow Pokes," Time, June 2, 1986, p. 50.
2 2 Williams and Wright, Latin American Pol¡t¡cs, p.317.
23George A. Bowdler and Patricia Co¡te¡, Voter Participation in

Central America, 1954-1981: An Exptoration (Washington, D'C:

University Press of America, 1982), pp.64-65.
2' lbid., pps. 66-67.
2sGeorge l. Blankenste¡n, Ecuador: Constitutions and Caudillos

(Berkeley: Un¡versity of California Press, 1951), p. 19.



mitted to receive an application for a patent license or for
entrance to the university.?'

The percentage of registered voters who voted in coun-
tries where obligatory voting is the law is shown in tables
3427-3429 and figures 34:24-34:26. Voting has been

mandatory in Argentina since 1912, and has resulted in a

relatively high voter turnout, Voting became mandatory in
Chile in 1958, and the participation rate has not dipped
below 80 percent since then. When voting became obliga-
tory in Peru, in 1963, the voter participation percentage
shot up from 84 percent in 1956 to 94 percent in 1963
(table 3429 and figure 34:261. ln the Peruvian presidential
elections of 1980 and 1985 absenteeism increased in part
because of the civil war. Table 3430 and figure 34;27,lor
Colombia, which does not have a mandatory voting law. are
included for comparíson.

Although mandatory voting laws are difficult to en-
force, countries with such laws tend to have a higher voter
partic¡pation rate. The countries with the highest voter
turnout during the most recent presidential elections in the
1980s (Uruguay, El Salvador, Argentina, Costa Rica, Vene-
zuela, and Peru) all have mandatory vot¡ng laws. ln contrast.
the countries with the lowest voter participat¡on rate during
the latest elections (Panama, Colombia, and Bolivia) tend not
to have mandatory voting laws.

There are two exceptions to the rule that countries
with mandatory voting laws tend to have higher electoral
participation-Paraguay and Nicaragua. Paraguay has manda-
tory vot¡ng laws and shows a relatively low voter participa-
tion rate, whereas in Nicaragua, where voting is not manda-
tory, there is a high rate of partic¡pat¡on.

Conclusion

Voter participation in Latin America has increased
dramatically s¡nce the mid-nineteeth century. The average
voter participation rate in Latin America has come within
reach of that of the United States. By examining the various
trends and factors affecting the expansion of voter participa-
tion, one can begin to see the difficulty in making defini-
tive statements about voter participation. Only by studying
such trends over time can we begin to understand the nature
and impact of elections in Latin America.
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Ch.34, The Rapid Expansion of Voter Participation in Latin Amer¡ca

Tabls 3400

ARGENTINA POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1853-1983

869

(%)

Number of
Voters

{a)

B

Total Population
{r)
tB)

c

Percentage of
Population

Vot¡ng
(A/B)

D

Person Elected
Pres¡dent

18$8
1859
't862
1868
1914
1880
1886
1892
1898
1904
191 0
1916
1922
1928
1931

1937
1946
1951

1958
1963
1973
1983

106 640
- 1,280

133 l,¿100

127 1,688

224 2,154
225 2,640
213 3,094
215 3,858
256 4,462
294 5,716
265 7,092

723,909 8,300
8?3.380 9,368

1,461,671 11282
1,355,954 12,167
1,913,154 13,490
2,690.333 15,654
7,461,565 1 7,635
9,063,498 19,250
9,325,997 21,688

12,077,422 24,820
15.374.769 29.630

1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.2
2.O

2.O

2.O

2.O

2.5
2.8
8.8
8.8

12.9
'I 1.1

14.2
't7.2
42.3
47.'l
43.0
44.6
52.0

Justo José de Urquiza
Santiago Derqu¡
Bartolomd M¡tre
Oomingo Faust¡no Sarm¡ento
N¡colás Avellaneda
Julio A. Roca
Miguel Juárez Celman
Lu¡s Sáenz Peña

Ju¡io A. Roca
Manual Ouintan6
Roque Sáenz Peña

Hipólito lr¡goyen
Marcelo T. de Alvear
H¡pól¡to lrigoyen
Aglstín P. Justo
Roberto M. Ort¡z
Juan Domingo Perón
Juan Dom¡ñ9o Perón

Arturo Frond¡zi
Arturo lllía
Juan Dom¡ngo Perón
Raul Alfonsín

a. For 1853 through 1910 the number of e¡ectors is g¡ven. The percentage ¡s equal to the
number of people who voted for the electors.

SOUFCE: A. Vanhanen for 1853 through 1973; SALA,24, for 1983.

B. Banksfor l853through 1910; and 1922 through 193?; SALA, 23, for
1916; UN-DY. 1958. 1965. 1982. and 1983.

Figure 34:1

ARGENTINA POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 1853-1983

19501860 1870 1880 1890 19(n 1930 't940 1960 1970 1980
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Tabls 3401

BOLIVIA POPULATION VOT¡NG IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1848-1985

(%l

Number of
Voter¡

Ye¡r A

Total Population
(Tl
I

Percentage of
Population

Vot¡ng
AIB

Person Elected
Pres¡dent

1848
1855
1857
1861
1844
1871
1873
1974
r876
1880
1884
1888
1892
1896
f899
1904
1908
1909
1913
191 7
1921
1925
1931
1940
1947
1951b
't952
1956
1960
1966
1978b
1979b
1980
1985

:

:
30.000
32,679
36,000
34,336*
43.000

82,000

72,549
38.000
85,000
86,883

126,123
968,016
987,730

1,099,525
'1,860,262

r,693,23¡¡
t,¡t89,484
1,728,365

1.882
1,949
1.968
2,005
2,O32
1,928
1,937
1,942
1,951
1,969
1.988
2,006
2,O25
1,862
1,881
1,886
2,006
2,036
2,1ú
2.080
2,161
2,263
2,425
2.700
2,916
3,070
3,095
3,269
3,453
4,450
5.300
5,450
5,600
6.430

of

ot
0f
ot
o1
ot
ot
ot
ot

1.5
1.6
1.8
1.8

0
2.3

o
23t
3.0
3.9

0
3.2
1.6
3.1

a.:

4.0
28.2
24.O
24.1
35.1
31.r
26.6
26.9

Manuel ls¡do18 Belzú
Jorge CórdovE
José Ma.Ía LinEre3
José María ds Acha
M€riano Melgarejo
Augustín Morales
Adolfo Ball¡v¡án
Tomás Frías
Hilar¡én Dazs

N€rciso CampEro
Grsgorio Pache@

Anc¡eto Arce
Mariano Baptisra
Ssvero Fernández Alonso
José Msnuel Pando
lsmael Montes
l3mael Montes
El¡odoro V¡llazón
lsmael Mon¡€s
JGé Gut¡érrs¿ Guerra
Beutista Saavedra
Hsrnando S¡l€s Reyes
DEniel Salamenca
Enr¡que Peñarsnda de Ca$¡llo
Enr¡que Hertzog

Víctor Paz Estenssoro
Hernán Siles Zuazo
Víctor Paz Estens¡oro
René Bsrr¡entos Ortuño

Hernán Si14 Zua¿o

víctor Paz Elenssro
;

t

i
i
I
I
t

a.
b.

D8ta not av8¡labl€. Pcrcentage ¡s est¡mated
Elsdions wo.r ennulled.

SOURCE: A. Vanhsnen; 6/F¡audeElÉtoralda1978,p.69;Bolivia: Eltcion$Frtuda
y Democrc¡a, pp.70,95: El Pt@ee Eletorcl de 1985-

L Bsnks; SALA, 23;UN-OY, 1965, 1973, and 1983; IMF-lFS, July, 1986.

lit
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Fign¡re 34:2

BOLIV¡A POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1848-1980
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TaHe 3402

BRAZIL POPULATION VOTING IN PRES¡DENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1891-1985

(%l

Number ol
Votrrs

A

Total Populat¡on
lr)
I

Percentage of
Populat¡on

Vot¡ng'
Ala

Person Elected
Prcaident

18914
1894
1898
1902
1906
1910
1914
1918
r923
1926
1934
1945
1950
't955

1960
1966b
1969
1974
1978
1985

129
328,000
458,000
634,000
292,000
626.000
575.000
385,000
78i1,000
689,1 16

2U
6,200.005
8.254,989
9,097,014

12,586.354
14,747,221
1 7,285.556
22,435,521
28.982,400
¡t8.481 ,170

14,812
1 5,998
1 7,580
19,162
20,962
23,415
24,',160
26,280
8,18
30,953
36,404
46,215
5r,976
59,846
69,720
83,890
92,24O

103,350
1 12,940
r35,560

0
2.1
2.6

3.3
1.4
2.5
2.2
1.4
2.7
2.2

0
13.4
15.9
15.1

18.1

17.6
14.7
21.7
26.7
35.8

Deodoro da FonsecS

Prudenta de Mors¡s
Manuel Ferrazde Campos Salles

Francisco de Pauls Rodriqu$ Alves

Alfonso Pena

Hermes ds Fonseca
Venceslgu Bras

Franc¡$o de Peuls tlodr¡gues Alves

Artur Eernarde3
Washington Lu¡8
Getúlio Vargas
Euri@ Dutra
Gelúl¡o Varga3
Jusel¡no Kub¡tschek
Jan¡o Ouadros
Artur da Cost6 e S¡lv€

Emilio Garreslszu Medici

Ernesto Ge¡sel

Joeo Bap¡sta F¡gueiredo
Tencredo Nwe!

,. Befors 1891 Erazil w$ govarned by a monarchy,
b. S¡ne 1966 p.$¡deñts hsw besn chosen by the m¡litEry and lhen confirmed by @n-

gress, €xmpt ¡n 1985. whan a civ¡l¡an non-mil¡t8ry €nd¡date was chosn. The vot¡ng
figures g¡ven sr¿ for the mngressio¡al elect¡ons. s¡né it ¡s ersent¡ally congre$ that
cñooses th€ pre6¡dcnt, D¡.cct slcctions are exp€ded for tho next pres¡dent¡al election.

SOURCE: A. Vanhansn; Ára.r¡o Estadíst¡co do Br¿sil 1984.
B. Bsnk¡; SALA.23. IMF-IFS, July. 1986.

Figura 34:3

BRAZIL POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1891-1985
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TrHr 3403

CHILE POPULATIOTTI VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECT¡ONS, 1846.1970

87:¡

(*t

Yr¡r

Numbr ot
Votan

A

Tot l Populrt¡on
tfl
B

Percontrge of
Populrt¡on

Vot¡ne
A/B

Prmn Elact.d
Prü¡d.nt

1846¡
1851
1860
f861
1866
1871
1876
1881
1886
1891
t896
190r
1906
1910
t915
1920
1925
1927
1932
1938
19¿f2

1944
1952
r958
196¡t
1970

217
285
307
3(F
330
265
271
,t:

g7
35¡t

256,0,00
z¿2pú
3¡t3,00O
41,Q9
¡164,85¡0

n7,746
964,13'l

12ü,752
2,612,147
2923291

1,241
r,330
t,49Í¡
r,676
1,846
1,980
2,O@
2,158
2,8
2,U
2,745
2,98Í¡
3,183
3,346
3,550
3,785
4,073
¿1,188

4,¿¡95
¡t,914

524O
5,643
6,a)3
7,316
4,192
9,720

2.0
r.8t
1.8t
1.6
2.0t
2.5t
¡t.9
3.6
3.6t
3.8t
3.8t
4.Ot
4.Ot
4.Ot
4.2
5.Ot
6.3
5.3
7.6
9.0
8.8
8.6

16.1
10.9
29.6
33.0

r01
162

¡hnu.l Sulo!¡
Mañurl Monn
M¡nurl Monn
Jod Jo¡quín Péro2

Jola Jolqu ío Par.z
Fcdrrico Err¡lzu¡i¿ &ñ¡rtu
Anlb.l Pinto
Oomingo S€ntr MÍí.
J$a M.nGl Ealmlc.d¡
Jon Montt
F düio Errazur¡: Echlumn
GarrD¡n Ri6co
P.dro Montt
R¡món B¡rro¡ Luco
Ju¡n Luis Sanfu.ñts
Arturc Alesndr¡ Pelm
Emll¡¡no Filuüoa 1¡rrrñ
Csrl6 lbóñ.z dtl C¡mpo
Arturo Alcsndrl Pslm.
hro Aguirro Olrda
Ju¡n Anionio Riot
Grbriel Gondlcz Vid.ls
C.rlo¡ lb¡ñ.z dcl C.írpo
Jorga Absndri Rodr fgs¡¿
Edu.rdo Frei fllont¡lva
S.lvador Albndo Gosn:

a. Pr8¡d.ntial .lactionr w.r. ¡nd¡rct unt¡l 1925, ¡ft r which thry w.r. dir.ct. Thc prr-
c.ñÉgr ot thr popr¡htion rctlng frcm 1846 to 1925 ir elslltrd büld on tha ñumbrr
of p.opl. who vor.d ¡n l.eirl¡tiw clect¡oñ¡, Column A nprta.nt¡ thr nur¡bü of
llactor!.

SOUFCE: A. V¡nh¡ncn.
B. Bmkr for t8l6 ro 1 9¡18; SALA, 23 for 1915; UN.DY, r 960, t 966, .nd

1973.

3¡

a.

30

ú
A

20

¡l

Flgurr 3tl:4

CHILE POPULATION VOTITTIG IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1845.I9'O

1t

1t

ta

12

10

1t50 1!40 1$0 1¡@ t910 19¿O tg|ilt lSto f960 1¡tl' r9t!
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Tabl¡ 3404

COLOMBIA POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1849-1986

(%|

Numb€r of
Voto.s

A

Total Population
(T)
B

Percentage of
Populat¡on

Vol¡ng
AIB

Porlon El*ted
Pres¡dent

18498
1853
1857
1863
1864
1805
1868
1870
1472
1874
1876
1878
1880
1ea2
1884
1886
1892
1989
1904
1909
1910
19't4
1918
1922
1926
1930
1934
1938
1942
1946
1949
1958
1962
1966
1970
1974
1978
1982
1986

Y
210,000

6t
I
9
9
I
9
I

84
9
I
9

:
2,54
3,941
.t,976

?9
43

3:!7,498
Q7,19
669,8¡t4
370,492
9.4,454
922.000
51 3.520

1,147,806
1,366,087
1,140,646
3,108,567
2,631,613
2.638,41',|
4,036,458
5,212,133
5,075,719
6.840.392
7.O74.726

2,204
2,339
2,48
2,661
2,694
2,767
2B4O
2,914
3,043
3,229
3,414
3.600
3,786
3.895
3,929
3,962
4,062
4,163
4,263
4,733
4,846
5,320
5,860
6,3¡!6
6,859
7,425
8,038
4,702
9,540

10,378
r 1.087
14,476
16,417
18.620
21,210
22,980
25,640
27,190
28,7',t46

o
0

8.5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
o

5.Ot
5.Ot
5.Ot

0
0

6.4
6.9

10.5
5.4

1 1.1

1 1.5
5.9

12.1

13.2
10.3
21.5
16.0
14.2
r9.0
22.7
19.8
25.2
24.6

Jo3á Hilsr¡o Lóp€z
José María Obando
Mariano O3p¡na Rodríguez
fomás Cipr¡ano de Mosqu€ra

Manuel Murillo Toro
Tomó3 C¡priano de Mo¡quora
SantoE Gut¡érrez
Eu¡torgio Salgsr
Manuel Murillo Toro
Ssntiago Pérez

Aquileo Psrra
Julián Trujillo
Rafa€l Nuñez
Franc¡s6 Javier Z€ldú€
Flofael Núñez
Rslá€l Núñez
R€f8el Núñez
Msnuel Anlonio San Clemente
Rals€l Reyes
R8món González Valenc¡a

Carlos E. Flestrepo
Jo¡é V¡snre Concha
M!r@ V¡del Suá.ez
Pedro Nel Ospina
M¡guel Apsdia Méndez
Enrique Olaya Herrera
Alfon3o López Pumare¡o
Eduardo Santos
Alfonso López Pumsr€jo

Mariano Ospina Pérez

Láureano Gómez Castro
Alberto Llerss Camsrgo
Guillermo León Valenc¡a

C€rlo¡ Ller¿s Fesrrepo
M¡s*l Pastraña Borrero
Alfonso López Michelson
Julio Céssr Turpay Ayala
Belisario Betancur Cuartas
Virgilio Barco VargEs

a. Election¡ wr€ ¡nd¡rect from 1853 to 1910.
b. Populat¡on f¡gure ¡3 for 1985.

SOU F CE : A. Vanhanen; Colom b¡a E s¡¿d ístic a t 98 5; E I E sp*tador, Mav 27, 1986.
B. Benks; SALA, 23; UN-oY. 1965, 1973, 1983; IMF-IFS, July. 1986.

iit
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Figr¡ro 34:5

COLOMBIA POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1849.1986
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Table 3405

COSTA RICA POPULATION VOTING IN PRES]OENTIAL ELECT¡ONS, 1849.1985

{%}

Numbe¡ of
Voters

Ycar A

Total Population
(Tt

B

Percentage of
Population

Voting
Als

Person €lected
Pr€sid€nt

18494
1853
1860
1863
1866
1869
1872
1876
1882
1886
1890
1894
1898
1902
1906
1910
1914
191 I
1923
r928
1932
1936
1940
19¿14

19¡t8
r953
1958
1962
1966
1970
1974
1978
1942
r986

301

564

47,497
69.255
70,281
75,742
87.592

r07,383
124,414
99,369

197¡89
229,543
39 1,406
451,490
562,766
750,000
860,20C
9S1.679

1 ,211,312

93
107
130
141

151

161

167
172
r80
202
229
261
285
311
343
381

390
411
43p
479
5r8
563
580
680
777
884

1,076
1,274
'r,540

1,740
1,920
2,120
2,C20
2,600b

.21

.2t
0

.2

.2t

.2r

.2'
-2t
.2r
.2t
.2t
.2t
.2t
.2t
.2t
.2t
0

'1 1.3
15.7
14.6
14.7
15.6
17.2
18.1

12.7
20.7
20-0
29.2
29.3
32.3
39.1
¿t0.6

42.7
46.6

Juan Rafsel Moro
Jusn flaf*l Moro
Jod Monrealegre
J$ú¡ J¡ménsz
Msrí6 Castro
Je3ús Jiménez
Tomá¡ Guardia
Anic€ro Esqu¡v€l SáEnz

Próspero Fernández
Bernardo Solo
José Joaqu ín Rodríguez
Rsfael Yslesias
Rrfael Yqles¡aE

Ascensión Esquivel lbarra
Cleto Gonzales Víquez
Ricardo Jiménez
Alf .edo González Flore!
Jul¡o Acosta
Ri@rdo J¡ménez
Cl6to González Víquez
Riqrdo J¡mén€z
León Cortéz Castro
Rafael Calderón Gusrdia
Teodoro Picado M¡chalski
Ot¡lio Ulate Elsnco
J'o3é Figueres FerrEr

Mar¡o Echand¡ Jiménez

F.sncis@ Josá Orl¡ch Bolmar¡ch
José Joaqu Ín TrE¡os Fernández
Jo3é Figueres Ferrer

Oaniel Odube.
Rodr¡go Carazo
Lu¡s Alberto Monge
Oser Arías Sónchez

a. Elect¡on! rcre indirect unt¡l 1914.
b. Populstion figure ¡s tor 1985.

SOURCE: A. Vanhanen; SALA, 23; Facfs on F ilc t 974: K&s¡ngs Con6mponry
Archiv.st La Ne¡ót, Febtuery 13, 1986.

B. Banks; SALA,23; UN-DY, 1965,'1973, 1983; IMF-lFS, July, 1986.
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Ch.34, The Rap¡d Expansion of Voter Participation in Lat¡n Amerlca

Figure 34:6

COSTA RICA POPULAT¡ON VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1849-1986
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TrHr 3406

CU8A POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENT¡AL ELECTIONS, 1901-54
(xI

Numb.r ol
Vot!r¡

Y..r A

Toul Popultt¡on
(T)
B

Pr6ñúer ot
Poeulrtion

voting
A/B

P.r¡on El.ct€d
Pratidrnt

1got¡
t9o5
19()8
1912
r916
t920
1924
r928
lg¡to
194
19¡t8
195¡t

r58B70

o.'r:

312.765

:
1,141,767

1,955,934
968,1 1 1

1,38i1
1,983
2fi2
2214
2,860
2,977
3,329
3,081
429l)
4¡40
5,87
6.016

8.7
g.zt

15.9
r3.ot
tg.ot
10.5
tl.ot
r t,ot
21.e
3r.ot
37.r
15.9

Tomá Est¡sdr Prlmr
fomá¡ Ertrad¡ Pslm!
J6é Migu.l Gómcz
Mr¡io Garcí. Manoel
Mlr¡o G.rcí! Mcnoel
Allrrdo Zlyat
G.r¡rdo Mrch.do y Mor¡le¡
Gcr.rdo Mrchado y Morsl.¡
Fulgrnci! Brt¡tr y Z¿ldíva¡
Rlmón Grü S¡n Mrrtín
Cador Prío So€rrá3
Fulgcnc¡r 8.tlnr y Z.ldívar

!. Cuba did not brcomr indrprndrnt until 1901,

SOURCE: A. V.nhrn.n.
B. B.nk¡ for I 901 to 1928; SALA. 23 for 1916; UN-DY. 1966.

Flgun 3lr7

CUBA POPULATI OñI VOTING ]N PRESI DENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1901 -54
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T¡ble 3407

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1849-1986

879

(%l

Number of
Voters

Y¡ar A

Totsl Populat¡on
(Tl
B

Percentage of
Population

Vot¡ng
ala

Psrson Electcd
Pr$¡dent

1 8498
1853
1859
1866
1874
1880
1882
1884
1886
1888
1892
1896
1899
1903
1904
1908
1914
1924
1930
1934
r938
1942
1947
1952
1957
1962
1966
1970
'1974

1978
1982
1986

5S

74
134

5.047
19,949
19,0r 1

23,'t72
58,786
69,877

565
507
600
579
537
424
600
632
301

225.796
256.423
319.680
518,937
840,340

1,038,816
1,265,681
1.054.9¿14

1,345.404
1,111,717
1,030,099
1,743,791
1,820,000
2.19s.455

176
192
216
244
276
300
323
346
369
392
442
496
536
568
574
598
800

1,017
1,256
1,438
1.596
1,840
1,936
2.245
2,727
3,255
3,620
4,060
4,610
5.1 70
5.740
6,240b

0
0
0

2.1
7.1

6.3
7.2

17.3
19.1

Busnavsntura Báez

Psdro Santsna
P€dro Santan¿
J$é MarÍa Cabral
lgnacio Maria Gonzilez Santín
Fernando Arturo Meriño
Ul¡3e3 Heurcaux
Franc¡sco G. Bill¡n¡
Ul¡ses Heureaux
Ul¡ses Heureaux
Ulises Heureaux
Ulises Heureaux
Jusn l. J¡ménez
Aleiandro Woss y G¡l
Carlos F. Morales
Rsmón Cáeres
Jusn lsidr¡o J¡ménez
Ho.ac¡o Vásquez
Rafael L. Truj¡llo
Rafael L. Trujillo
Jac¡nto Peynado
R8f*l L. Tru¡¡llo
Rsfael L. Tru¡¡llo
H€ctor B. Trui¡llo
Hector B. Truiillo
Jusn Bosch
JoEquín Belaguer
Joaquín Belaguer
Joaqu Ín Eelaguer
Anton¡o Gu¿mán
Salvador Jorge Blenco
Joaquín Belaguer

.1

.1

.,|

.l

.1

.t

.1

.1

.1

17.9
17.8
20.0
32.7
42.4
45.4
46.3
32.8
37.2
27.3
22.3
33.7
31.7
35.1

a. Elect¡on! we.e dir€ct betw4n 1865 snd 1887 and afrer 1924.
b. Populsrion t¡gure is for 1985.

SOURCEf A, Vanhanen; Keos¡ng'sContemporatyArchiv.s:and reportfrom U.S. polit¡.
cal off¡cer, August, 1 986.

B. Banks; SALA, 23; UN-DY, 1965, 1973, 1983; ECLA-SY, 1984.

Figura 34:8

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC POPULATION VOT!NG IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1849_1978
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T¡U¡ 3¡108

ECUADOR POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDE¡IT¡AL ELECTIONS, 1852.1983

lfl

Numb.r of
Vol¡13

A

Total Populsüon
(T)
B

P.r6nú0a of
Popullt¡on

Vot¡ng
A/B

P¡r¡on Eloct¡d
Prr3adrnt

1862r
1866
1881
18€6
1868
r8@
1875
r878
1884
1888
1892
1897
1901
1906
tgoT
1912
1916
1920
1924
1929
193il
l9¿lO
1948
1962
r966
1960
1968
1979
r983

- 771
900 812

- 861

- goo

- 917
- 923¿t6,000 968
- 976
- 1,03¡t_ 1,099_ 1,186
€3 1,219
- 1,320
- 1.¡t00
- 1,40
- 1F4O_ 1,¡lgo
- 1,ili
- 1,686
- 1,89f

62A76 2,096
71,tq) 2,170

?€.22a6 3,017
G?,65¡t 3,387
6t¡t,423 3925
766,614 4, O

852823 5,700
1,627,6q¡ A,080
2944,29A 9,260

0
0
0

3.Ot
3.Ot

0
1.7

0
0

6.Ot
5.Ot

0
5.Ot
5.Ot
5.Ot
5.Ot
5.Ot
6.7
5.Ol

0
2.5
2.9
9.3

10.4
r5.9
17.6
15.1

20.1
32.0

Jol Mrrf. Urb¡n¡
Fmc¡¡ca Robl$
G¡brid Gscír l¡brono
J¡¡ónim C¡nión
Javir Etpind
G.brid Grcf.lloilm
Antonio Borrurc
Jan.co dr V.¡m¡m¡ll.
Jo¡l Mrrl¡ Plócido Clrmno
Anron¡o Flor.t Jiitn
Lu¡¡ Cordaro
Elroy Alf.ro
L¡onidr Pl¡a Gutiórrcz
Uzrrdo Gücít
Elroy Alf¡ro
Laonida¡ Pl.a Gutiórrlz
Alf rado Banqwizo Morano
Jod Lui: Trmyo
Gonrllo S, Córdw¡
l¡¡drlo Ayor.
Joaa ldl¡rí¡ Vde lb.rru
Carl6 Arroyo d.l Rio
Gdo Phzr Le
Joaa Müí¡ V.l.r lbarE
6¡loc Poncr Enríqurz
Jo¡é Mr¡í¡ V¡lrm lb*r¡
Jod M.rí. v.l!3co lblrra
J.im Boldor A9u¡l!r.
Lróñ F.br.! Co.ddo

.. El.ct¡onr htw brn d¡r.ct dncl 1861.

SOUFCE: A. V.nham; SALA,23 ¿ryd24.
8. Brnk¡; SALA. 23; UN-DY, I 965, 1 973, 1 983.
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Fi$¡rc 34:9

ECUADOR POPULATION VOTING IN PRESI DENT¡AL ELECTIONS, 1852-1983
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T¡bl¡ 3409

EL SALVADOR POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1850-1984

(16t

Number of
VoErs

A

Total Populat¡on
(r)
B

Percentage of
Populstion

Voting
AIB

Par3on Elscted
Pr6tid€nt

18504
1852
1854
1856
1858
1860
1864
1871
1887
1891
1895
r899
1903
1907
191 1

1915
1919
1923
1927
1935
19S)
19¿16

1950
1962
r956
1962
1967
1972
1984

- 276
-28a
- 300
- 316
_ 333
- 350
- 384
_ 450
- 644
- 707
- 77'l
- 834
- 897
- 961

- 1,024
- 1,070

- 1,143

- 1,244
- 1,3sr_ 1,53r
- t,621

313,694 1,74
611,410 1.859
700,979 1,965
723,000 2,195
¿100,118 2,627
420,1 10 3,150
665.538 3,760

2,919,000 5,390

0
0
0

3.Ot
3.Ot
3.Ot

0
0

3.Ot
3.Ot
3.Ot

o
3.Ot
3.Ol
3.Ot
5.Ot
5.Ot
5.Ot
5.Ot
5.Ot

0
1?.9
32.8
35.6
32.9
'15.2

1f.6
17.7
54.2

Dorotoo vsrconcglos
Fr€nci3s Oueña¡
Jo¡é M8rí8 San M.rtín
Rafael Cámpo
M¡guol Ssntín
Ger€rdo Bsrrio3
Frsncis@ Du€ñes
Santisgo Gonzólez
Francisco Menéndez
Csrlos EzEts
Rafael Anton¡o Gutiérrez
Tomá¡ Regslado
P€dro Josó Er@lón
Fernando Figueroa
Manusl Enriqu€ Arauio
Csrlos Meléndez
Josá Molóndez
Alfone Ou¡ñón€z Molina
P¡o Fomrro Bo3que
M6xim¡l¡sno Hgnández MartÍnsz
Max¡m¡liano Htrnández MartÍnlz
S€lvsdor Csatsnads Castro
Oscsr Olor¡o
O¡er Oprio
José Ma.ía Lsmu3
Jul¡o Ad¡lb€ilo R¡wra Carbsllo
F¡del Sánch€z H€rnández
Arturo Arm€ndo Mol¡no
Joré NEpoleón Duarte

a. Elrd¡on3 hryc bccn dired s¡ne I 861 ,

SOURCE: A. Vanh.nln for '1850 to 1972; SALA,24 tor 1984.
B. B!nk3 for'l 850 to 193p; UN.DY. 1965. 1 973; lMF.l FS. March. f 986.

.il
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Figurr 34:10

EL SALVADOR POPULATION VOT]NG IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, I85(F1984
(96l
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Table 3410

GUATEMALA POPULATION VOTING ¡N PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 1865-1985

(%)

Numb€r ol
Voters

A

TotBl Populat¡on
(T)

B

Percentage of
Populstion

Vot¡ng
AIB

Person Elected
Pres¡dent

18654
1869

1873
1876 _

1880
1886
1891
1898
'r904

1910
191 6
1920
1921
1926
1931
1935
1941
1944
1950
1958
1966
1970
1974
1978
1985

:
36.621

:

:
260,907

308.334
885,847

294,41 3
416,274
493,1 1 6
531,1 91

640,684
727,174

r,080.000
r ,917,000

6¡t9
659
670
679
690
742
802
857
987

1,096
1.210
1,272
1,319
1.557
1,A13
1 ,975
2,250
2,390
2,805
3.584
4,580
5,190
6,O50
6,840
?,9631

0
0
0
0

3.0
0

¿.ot
0

4.0 |

4_O I

¿.ot
13.0
13.01
13.0t
14.0
39.0

0
1 1.3
14.8
13.9
1 1.5
12.3
12.O

15.8
24.1

Vicenle Cerna
Vicsnte Cerna
Justo Rufino Barrios

Justo Rufino Barr¡os
Justo tluf¡no Barr¡os
Msnusl L¡sandro Bar¡llas
José María Fleyna Barrios

M€nuel Estrada Cabrera
Manuel Estrada cabrere
Msnuel Estrada Cabrera
Manuel Estrada Cabrera
Carlos Herrera
José M. Orellano
Lázaro Chacón
Jqrge Ub¡co
Jo.ge Ub¡co
Jorge Ub¡co
Jusn José Arévalo Bermajo
Jacobo Arbonz Guzmán

Miguel Yd Ígoras Fuentes
Julio César Méndez Montenegro
C¿.los Ar8ña Osr¡o
Laugerud García

Romeo Lues GarcÉ
Vinic¡o Cerezo Arévalo

a. Elecr¡ons have been d¡rect since 1879.

SOURCE: A.Vanhanen;Rivas,P.430for1974;Kees¡ng'sConomporaryArchives29O2l
for 1978: Facts on F¡le 1985,

8. Banks; SALA,23. UN-DY, 1965, 1972, 1982; ECLA.SY, 1984.

'it

Figure 34:1 1

GUATEMALA POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1865-1985
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. Teble 3411

HAITI POPULATION VOTING tN PRES¡DENTIAL ELECTIONS. 1870-1961

885

(%t

Number of
Votcr¡

A

Total Population
(T)
B

PercentEgg of
Population

Vot¡ng
A/B

Person Elected
Pr€¡ident

18704
f873
1879
1886
1889
1896
1902
1908
1930
1935
1941
19¡16

1950
f957
1961

58

153,1 15
946,87?
100,000

665
686
786
938

1,007
1,171
1,337
1.599
2,422
2,614
2,880
3,1/rc
3,380
3,895
4,249

2.ot
o

2.ol
2.ot

0
z.ot

0
o

3.ot
ot

3.ot
g.ot
4.6

25.O
2.5

N¡ssge Saset
M¡chel Dominique
Lou¡s Fsl¡cile Lysius Saloman

Lou¡s Fel¡c¡l€ Lysius Saloman

Florvil Hippolyre
T. S¡mon Sam

Nord Alsxis
Antoin€ S¡mon
Stano Vincent
Steno Vincent
Eli€ Lescot
Dumerss¡3 E¡time
Paul Eugene Msgloire
Frsngois Duval¡er
Franqois Duvslier

a. Eledionr b€came direct in 1950.

SOURCE: A. Vanhenan.
B. Bonks; SALA, 23: UN-DY, 1965.

Fig¡..34:12

HAIÍI POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL €LECTIONS. 1870_196'I
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Tablc 3412

HONDURAS POPULATION VOTING IN PRES¡DENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1848-1985

(%l

Numb€r ot
Voter¡

A

Total Populstion
{T)
B

Percentage ol
Populsr¡on

Vot¡ng
A/B

PeBon Elected
President

{
ái_

1

t

18498
1856
1860
1864
1866
1869
1875
1877
1891
1883
1887
1891
1893
1894
1898
1903
1904
1908
191 1

1915
1919
1923
1924
1928
1932
1936
1939
1948
1954
1957
1971
1981
1985

:
22,873

^,:

20.635
29,795
¿14,098

¡t4.499
49,662
39,1 24
43,1 66
44,537
58,539

77.A32
98,124

106,266

r 10,064
fi2,454

255.000
251,980

56
614.007

1,214,735
1.597,841

204
aa
225
239
247
259
283
291
307
315
331
385
gt2
395
429
479
¿189

531
564
600
750
823
841
911
989

r,058
1,122
'r,353

1.617
1 ,768
2,720
3,820
4,372

8.or
Lot

10.2
8.4
B.ot

0
a.ot
7.2

9.8
14.0
13.3
13.0
9.9

10.9
10.5
12.3

0
0

ro.ot
12.3
16.3
15.4
14.O'
13.8
15.9

0
0

18.8
15.7

0
22.9
3r.8
36.5

Jusn L¡ndo
SEntos GusrdiolE
SEntos Gusrdiola
Jo3é María M€dina
José MarÍa Medina
José María Medina
Ponciano Le¡va

Marcos AurBl¡o Soto
Marcos Aurelio Soto
Luis Bográn
Luis Bográn
Ponc¡ano Leiva
Oomingo Vásquez
Msnuel 8on¡llg
Terenc¡o S¡erra
Manuel Bonill8
Manuel Bon¡lla
Miguel R. Oáv¡18

Manuel Bonilla
Frsnc¡sco Berirsnd
Rafael Lépez Gut¡érrez
Tiburc¡o Carias Andino
Miguel Paz B€.aona
V¡cente Me¡ ía Col¡ndres
Tiburcio Carias And¡no
Tiburc¡o Csrias Andino
T¡burc¡o Car¡8¡ And¡no
Juan Manu€l Gálvez
Ramón V¡lleda Morsles
Bamón V¡lleda Moralss
Ramón Ernesto Cruz

Roberto Suórez Có.doba
José Az@na Hoyo

a. Elections w6rs d¡roct alter 1850.

SOURCE: A. Vsnhsnen; SALA,23 a¡d24; U.S. Emb$¡y pol¡t¡€l ollicer, Teguc¡galpe.
B. Bañks; UN-DY, 1 965, 1973, 1 983; EcLA-SY, 1984.

ir
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Fig¡¡rc 34:13

HONDURAS POPU LATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1848-1985
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Trblc 3413

MEXICO POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1848-1982

(*t

Yaar

Numbor of
Voil¡¡

A

Total Populst¡on
(r)
B

Percentaga of
Populstion

Vot¡ng
A/B

PeGon Elrctrd
Pr.3idlnt

1848
1851
1853
1857
1861
1867
1871
1472
1877
1880
1884
1888
18S2

1896
1900
1904
191 1

191 7

1920
192¿l

1928
1929
1934
19¡O
t9¡16
1952
1958
19An
1970
1976
1982

7,531
7,722
7,847
8,097
8,348
a,ú4
8,869
8832
9,603

10,107
10,726
1 1,384
12,081
12.80r
13,607
14,292
15,287
13,900
13846
1¿t,945

16,0r2
16296
17,776
19,650
23,183
27,415
3i1,895
39,643
48,930
61,800
73,O10

0
0
o
0

.1

.1

.1

.1

.t

.1

.1

.1t

.1t

.1t

.1t

.l

.1

5.8
8.5

r0.6
10.4
12.8
12.7
13.2
9.9

13.1

22.2
22.8
28.6
30.o
?2.2

16
l9
23
42

9,124
r0,380
12256
10,280
10'878
13,Omt
16,462

18,8;
20,1¡15

a12328
'| ,181,550
1.593,257
1,670,453
2,082.106
2¿6587r
2.637,582
2,?s3,547
3.651.201
7,43AO3
9,422,144

14.065.820
18,500,000
23,498.393

Jo¡é Joaquln de Herrera
Mar¡aoo A.¡¡ta
Antonio Lópsz dc Santa A¡na
lgneio comnfort
8énito Juárez
8!n¡to Juársz
Ben¡to JuáreZ
M¡guel Lerdo dG Te¡sda
Porf¡rio Diaz
Manuel Gonz¿la¿
Porfirio Díaz
Porfirio Díaz
Porf¡rio Dí¡z
Porf¡rio Oía¿
Porf¡rio Díaz
Porf¡rio Díaz
Franciso Madero
Vonu¡tiano Car¡€nz!
Alv¡ro Obregón
Plutaro Elís CallG3

Alvsro Obrogón
PaEcual Ortiz Rub¡o
Lázaro Cá.dsn€!
ñlanull Av¡la Camscho
Migucl Al.m¿n
Adolfo Ruiz Cortínez
Adolfo Lóp.z Mstms
Gu3two Olsz Ordaz

Lu¡s Echewrrí8 Alvarez
Josó Lópcz Portil¡o
M¡guel d! la Msdr¡d Hurtado

SOUFCE: A. VEnh.n.n; Fra on F¡lc 1976:SALA,24.
B. g.nk¡ for 1848-188O; E¡t dr'ttial E@nómhat d.l Porfh¡.to l8O-19r r:

UN-DY, 1965. 1973, and 1983.

lr
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Fi$¡r. 34:14

MEXICO POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1848-1982
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Numb.r ol
Votar¡

Y..r A

T¡blr 3¡11¿l

iI ICARAGUA POPULATION VOTI NG IN PR ESIDEÍTITIAL ELECTTOñIS, 18¿I9-1S¡I

lrl

Tor¡l PopulÍlon
fil
I

Pücanú¡. ot
Popul.tion

Votirl¡
A/B

P.fon El¡ct¡d
Pra.&tcnt

r84d
t86t
r863
t86a
18t0
I8EÍI
r8€7
1871
18?6
1870
r883
r887
1801
t9t2
19r6
1920
1921
r928
r932
r936
r93e
19¡17

r961
r967
196¡t
1967
197¡t
198¡l

2¡18

262
2E6
268
26)
zl|!¿
298
314
EN
346
363
3i¡
¡{)l
868
800
@€
E¡f
6dl
eo
78
806
977

1,@3
I,3¡Il
1¡.O
rt80
2,@0
3,r80

2
.2
.2
o
.2
.2
.2
.2
.2
.2
.2

.2

.2
2.6
3.0

14.7
12.1
20.1
r8.8
17.1

0
17,1
17.0
27.3
29.3
q¡.a
39.0
gt.o

¡tgo

:
500

:

t5,ooo

80,5r0¡¡
76,¿196

r3fl.re¡
1q¡.l1¡t
rq),a3:¡

180,708

$5.188
¡161,06¿l

EiOJ!¡r
8r6.768

1,170,112

Norbano Flrmírr¿
l,¡¡raano Pinadt
Fruto Chrmorrc
Fruto Chmorre
Toír& MütJnrx
Tom¡b M.rtlmt
Frmndo Gu¿m¡n
Vlc.nta Cild¡r
P.dro Joaqufn O|.mrrc
&.quln Zrd.
Adln OftNn¡¡
B[ri¡to Cate
Robarto SaSa
Adolfo OLz
Em¡l¡.m Ch.mrrc
D¡cgp Múud Chrmrro
Carld Solor:rro
&¡¡l Mr¡l¡ llonad¡
¡¡ao Brutltt¡ Sacüa
Anm¡oSomGJcL
Am¡tdo 6omzr GÍcía
Laonr¡alo Ar¡utllo
Aüt0¡o Solma G..cf!
Lúl¡ Sorm:. D.brylr
R.nó Sdrick Gut¡ó.r.¿
Anl3tSloSoM&.yl!
Anütrio Som¿r D.brylr
Danirl Onaer Satrtdru

a B.tor. 1898.|.ct¡ona wr. ¡ndi.ct.

souFCE: A. Vrrhmür tof 18t9 to 196it; O¡.dr¡cñ for 19?a;sALA,2a fof 188¿t.
8. 8Íb for t8¡tg to 19f 2, f 920 to tg¡l9; SALA,23 fo¡ 1916; UN-DY,

19d¡, 1970, 1*l; lllF-|F8, Y. 1985.
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Figurc 34:15

N]CARAGUA POPULATION VOT¡NG IN PRES]DENTIAL ELECTIONS' 1849'1984
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Teblo 3415

PANAMA POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELEGTIoNS, 190¡H4E
(%l

Numbcr ol
Votor3

Ycar A

Total Populstion
(T)

B

Percentage of
Populat¡on

Vor¡ng
A/B

PaGon Elct€d
Pr$¡dent

1904b
1908
1912

1916
1920
1924
1928
1932
1936
1940
1945
1948
1952
1956
1960
1964
1968
1984

_ 368
_ 389
_ 427
_ ¡l0O

20.000 447
_ 455

42.000 464
- 501

- 56r
90,000 620

51 @4
143,253 767
213.259 854
259.3?0 952
241,947 1,062
328,485 1,t85
320.690 t,350
650.978 2,130

0
6.0
6.O

6.O

4.5
6.0
9.1

12.O

12.O

14.6
0

18.9
25.3
27.3
22.8
27.7
23.8
il.6

Manuel Amador Guerrsro
José Domingo de Obsldía
Bsl¡sario Porrs¡
Ramón Msx¡m¡l¡sn Valdét
Bel¡3ario Porros
Rudolfo Ch¡8ri
Florenc¡o Hármod¡o Aroiemena
Harmod¡o Ar¡8¡ Madrid
Juan D. Arosemena
Arnulfo Arias M8dr¡d
Enrique A. Jiménez
Domingo Oí82 Arosmena
José Anton¡o Flemén Cantera
Ernesto dc la Guardia, Jr.
Floberto Frsnciso Chiar¡ Remón
Moro Aurel¡o Bobles
Arnulfo Ar¡a¡ Madrid
Nicolás Ardlto Barletts

a. PEnama became ¡ndependent ¡n 1903.
b. Elections have becn direct s¡ncc 1904.

SOURCE: A. Vanh€nrn fo. 1904 to 1968; SALA,24 for 1984.
8. Ssnksfor 19O4 ro 1936; SALA,23 for 1916; UN-DY, 1951, 1965. l97t;

tMF-tFS.Y. 1985.

Figurc 34:16

PANAMA POPU LAT]ON VOTIN G I N PRESI DENTIAL ELECTI ONS, 1904-84
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Table 3416

PARAGUAY POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1844-1983

893

(%)

Number of
Voters

Totsl Populat¡on
(r)
B

Percentaqe ol
Populaiion

Voring
A/B

Person Elrcted
President

ig44a
1854
1857
1862
1874
1878
1882
1886
1890
1894
1898
1902
1906
1909
r 912
191 6
1920
'r924

1929
1932
1939
1943
1948
1950
1953
1954
1958
1963
1968
r973
1978
1983

76,500

@2,353
638.070
5€5,274
904,0 r 3
993,547

1,021,597

512
57'l
597
630
281
Jl5

357
380
403
426
473
529
560
610
640
670
699
767
841
922

1.086
1,190
1,335
1,397
1,496
1,530
1,687
1 .910
2,230
2,510
2,9'tO
3,4'10

0
0
o
o

3.Ot
3.Ot
3.Ot
g.ot
3_0 '
3.0 |

3.O I

¡.ot
5.ol
5.Ot
5.Ot
5.Or
8.Ot
g.ot
9.1
8.Ol

1o.ol
ro.ot
15.01
r s.of
ls.of
zo.ot
35.8
33.4
26.2
33.5
33.5
29.4

Carlos A. LóPez

Carlos A López
Carlos A. LóPez
Franc¡sco Solano LéPez
Juan Baut¡sta G¡l

Cándido Bareiro

Bernard¡no Caballero
Patric¡o Escobar

Juan Gualbeito González

Juan B. Egusqu¡za
Emil¡o Aceval
Juan A. Escurra
Ben¡gno Ferre¡ra
Manuel Gondra
Eduardo Schaerer
Manuel Franco

Manuel Gondra
Eligio Ayala
José P. Gugqiari
Euseb¡o Ayala
José Felix Est¡garribia
H¡g¡n¡o Mor¡ngo
Jusn Natalicio González
Feder¡co Chaves

Tomás Romero Pereira

Alfredo Stroessner
Allredo Stroessner

- All.edo Stroessner
Alfredo Stroessner
Alfredo Stroessner
Alfredo Stroessner

Alfredo Stroessner

a. Elections became direct in 1940.

SOU R CE : A. Vanhsnen ; Keslr g's Co n tem po rcty A tc h iv es 2897 4 and 321 89.
B. Banks; SALA,23; UN-DY, 1965. 1973, 1983.

Figure 34:17

PARAGUAY POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 18IT4-1983

1870 18a{! 18gO 19(n t9l0 19rX! 'tgxt 1940 195{!
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Table 3417

PERU POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECT¡ONS, 1845-1985

(%t

Number ol
Voters

A

Total Population
(T)

B

Perc€ni8ge of
Popul8tion

Voti¡g
A/B

Person Elected
Pra¡idrnt

1845
1851
1858
1962
1868
1872
1876
1886
1890
1994
1895
1899
1903
1904
1908
Ísrz
1915
1919
1924
1929
1931
1933
1936
1939
1945
1950
1956
1963
1980
1985

3,(X4
4250

552,O00
4,615
3,868
3,878

3.8oOt

o'Á
4,310

58.285
93,774
97,719

162
144,712
196,922

@3.636

i
3t¡t9,195

¿¡56,310

550,779
1.3¡4253
1.954,284
4,563,263
7,457,142

1,935
2,063
2,3r8
2,448
2,562
2.61 1

2.661
2,659
2,671
2,683
2,6S6
3.000
3A2a
3,535
3,96¿t
4.392
4.430
5,142
5,502
5,912
6.093
6,283
6,588
6,917
7,290
7,969
9,004

10,958
't7,780
19,200

.t

.2

23.8
.2

.1

.1

.1t

.1t

.1t

.1

.1

1.9
2.7
2.4
2.8t
2.8t
3.1
3.8
3.8f
3.81
5.3

0
o

4.9
6.0
6.9

14.7
17.8
26.7
@.4

Ramón Castilla y Marguesado

José Fuf¡no Echenique
Ramón C¿3tilla y Msrguesado

M¡guel do San Román
José Balta
Manuel Pardo
Mariano lgnEcio P.ado
Andrés A. Cá6res
Rem¡gio Morele¡ Bermúdez
Andrés A. Cásres
N¡colás d€ Piárola
Eduardo López de Romaña
Manuel Cándamq
José Pardo y Barreda
Augusto B. Legu í8 y Sslcedo
Guillermo E. B¡ll¡ñghursr
José Pardo y Bárreda
Augusto B, Leguí8 y Saledo
Augusto B. Leguí€ y S€lcedo
Augusto B, Leguís y Saledo
Luis M, Sánchcz Cerro
Oscar R. B€nav¡des
Oscar R, B€nav¡det
Manuel Prado y Ugarteche
José Luis Buitamenle y R¡vero

Manuel A. Odría
Manuel Prodo y Ugerteche
FernEndo Bslaúnde Terry
Fernando Beleúnde Terry
Alán GarcE

SOURCE: A.Vanhanen;Boncsglioli,JuradoNtr¡omldcElreines.'t980;a^dKas¡tg's
C on ém porary Arch ives, 33836 -

B, B.nk¡; SALA, 23; UN-DY, 1 965, 1 982; and IMF-l FS, March, 1986.
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Figure 34:18

PERU POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENT¡AL ELECTIONS, 1845-1985

(%)
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T¡bl¡ 3418

URUGUAY POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1852-1984

(96t

Numbcr of
Votrs

Yr¡r A

Totsl Populstion
(T)
g

Percentagc of
Popul.tlon

Vot¡ng
NB

Parron El*ted
P16id!nt

18524

1856
1860
186E
1873
1879
1880
1882
f886
r890
f894
1809
1903
1907
1910
1916
r919b
1,922b

1925b
1928b
193rb
1934
1938
1942
1946
1960
rgilb
1968b
1962b
1966
r971
1984

38
3ít
51
¡t{¡

50
52
39
5'l
53
70
8i¡
71
80

.14,693

31,262
142,6e
188,352
246,324
271,958
299,0r?
a)9,(X8
239,125
375,771
574,700
670,229
828¡03
479,242

r,005,362
r,1 7 t,000
r.070.603
t,654,721
r,928,316

228
244
2@
349
416
499
513
541

@4
707
775
890

r,009
1.095
1,132
1,380
1,447
1,646
1.659
1,785
1822
2,ñ7
2,108
2,010
2,083
2,193
2.929
2,4il
2,612
2,750
2B2O
2B9o

2.51
2.5t
2.5t
2.6t
2.5t
2.5i
4.Ot
4.Ot
5.3
4.6t
4.5t
4.61
4.51
4.1
2.7

10.8
r3.0
15.9
16.4
16.7
r6.1
11.9
17.8
26.0
29.4
37.6
37.7
&.7
¿14.9

38.9
56.7
ar.5

Jurn Frunc¡rco Gini
Gebrial Anton¡o Peru¡rs

Sornardo P. Berro
Loranzo 88tlle
Jotá E. Ellssr¡
Lorun:o Lato.G
Frr¡c¡¡co Antonio Vid€l
Móx¡mo Ssnto3
Móx¡mo Ta¡s
Jul¡o Hcrrar! y Ob€¡
Juan ld¡ortc Borda
Ju8n Lindolfo Cuestas

Jo¡é Batlls y Ordóñs¿

Clsudio W¡ll¡man
Jcé Batll€ y Oidóñez
Fcl¡ci6no V¡era
Colorados
Colorado3
Colorsdo¡
Blanoa
Colorado¡
Gabr¡cl Tr.rE
Alfr.do Bsldomir
Juan Joli Amézaga
Tomá! Blrrara
André3 MlnÍncz Trurbs
@loradot
Colorado¡
Colorado¡
O¡er Gertido
Jo¡é María Bordabe..y
Jo3é Marír Sangu¡netti

¡. Pr.r¡drntirlslÉt¡on3wrr!¡nd¡rectunt¡l1918.Froml919rolgax¡€ndfrom1952to
1966 thc Nlr¡onal Counc¡l govlrn€d thr counlry. Tha Nstionsl @unc¡l wa3 chsen by
th. Genrrll A¡smbly. Bltwn 1933 and 1 952 and ati!. 1966 elscr¡on¡ weÉ di.!cl.

b. S¡ne tho N€r¡onll Counc¡l rulcd ¡hr 6untry trom 1919 to 193:¡ ¡nd again from 1952
to 1966 no dirct pr$idant¡al election3 wrre held, Th! Glncral A¡smbly chos the
National Council; thlrlfora thc numb€r of votas g¡ven ¡r for the Generrl A3smbly
alrction. Tha ch8¡rmsn ol th€ Nat¡onal Council was from thc major¡ty p¡rty; thcrEforc
th€ má¡ority prrty i3 givan in place of r par¡on.

SOURCE: A. Vanhsncn; Ko¡ir g's Cont mporary Arilva¡ 3351 5.
B. 8.nk3; SALA, 23; UN-DY, 1965, 1973; and tMF.tFS, Aprit, 1986.

il
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Ch. 34' The Rapid Expansion of Voter Participat¡on ¡n Latin America

Figure 34:19

URUGUAY POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTTONS, 1852-1984

{%}
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Nu.nbar of
Vot ¡¡

A

T¡bl¡ 3¡119

VETI¡EZU ELA POPU I.ATION VoTING IÍII PRESI DENTIAL E LEcTIoNs, IsSo-19s3

fit

Yar

for.l Poguht¡on
ffl
B

Pmmr¡r of
Populülon

Vot¡r¡
A/8

P.r$n El.cttd
Pck¡nt

r850r
1855
1867
18€{)
1864
1873
1477
t880
r882
188¡l
1886
t88a
r8g¡
r893
r897
1936
19a1
1917
r958
1963
r9€8
1973
t9t8
1983

&tl
398
1Z¿

.1O,1¡16

20
230.7r8

1¡t

i
*a,rri
¡o9306

f¡l¡¡
I,170,643
2,722,Oó3
3,126,627
3,7¡rt,6t0
1,961,44
5¡9¡1825
6,7¡f1,099

1273
1,¡146

1,5(r
1,5@
1¡89
1&1
r,9a8
2.ú3
2,O93
2,12E
2,166
2201
2,2C7
2:91
2,S¡¡
3,3a:¡
3,q¡0
4W
6879
8.14
9,@0

1r2q¡
r3,t20
16,3S0

0
0
0

2,6
2.5t

13.2
13.0
13.Ot

0
0
0
0
o

. 16.3
r7.3

0
0

26.5
30.8
38.¡t
38.6
82
4.a
4r.1

Jo.é Gr.gorio Monre$
Jo¡a Tadrc Mon¡gr¡
Jo¡áTd¡o MonxrE
Manull F.lip. d. Tov¡r
¡m C. F.lcón
Anionlo Guzmfi 8lan6
Fruncir€ L¡nü.r Aldñttr¡
Antonlo Cuzman Elanco
Añtonlo Guzm¡n Blm@
Joqu ln Cr.$o
Antonlo Gu¡d¡án Elln@
¡[n P.blo Ro¡8 P.¡l¡
R¡¡mundo And6z! P.ls¡o
Jolqufn Crulpo
lgn cio Andr.d.
El.¡z.r Lóprz @ntrur¡
l..l8t iiLdin¡ An$rlt
ñómulo G¡ll¡gp¡
Rómulo B.t¡n6urt
R.úl l¡onl
R.lr lCddm
O116 Andrá P!¡Ez
Lulr H.rr.r. Crmp¡nr
¡¡m. Ludn.üi

., Elrctioú ry.r. Clnet b.trv..n 1868 ¡rd t88t rnd tft.r lga7.

SOURCE: A. Vmhmm;SALA,21 ,fnd21,
8. E.ltb; SALA, 23: rad UNOY, 1965, 1973.nd 1983.

l,i,'
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Ch.34, The Rapid Expansion of Voter Participat¡on in Latin Amer¡ca

Figure 34:20

VCNEZUELA POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 1850-1983
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Table 3420

UNITED STATES POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1849-1984

(%)

Number of
Voters

A

Total Populst¡on
{T}
B

Percentage ol
Population

Vot¡ng
Als

Pe6on Elsred
Pres¡dent

18¿18

1852
1956
1860
18il
1868
1872
1876
1880
1884
1888
1892
1896
1900
1904
1908
19r2
1916
r920
1924
1928
'r932
1936
1940
1 9¿f4

194a
1962
1956
1960
1954
1968
1972
1976
1980
1984

2,87r,9064
3,14,721
4,053,967
4,682,069
4,166.s37
6,716.082
6,466,354
8.4r 1.0r9
9,218,251

10,052.706
1 1,38r,032
1 2,050,384
13,936.957
13,973.07 1

13,623,108
14,684,989
15,036,¿142

18,473,446
26.7 1 1.183
29,085,292
36,879,414
39.8r6,522
45,6¿18,817
49,815,312
47,976,263
¡l8.836,579
61,551.978
62,027.040
68,836,385
70.621,479
13,211,82
77,68r,461
81,556,000
86,600,0o0
92.6@.OOOr

z),o18
24,911
28,212
31,513
34,863
38,213
41,972
¿¡6.107

ú,262
55,379
60,496
6s,666
70,885
76,094
82,165
88,709
95,33r

101,966
't06,466

1 14,1 13
120,601
124,949
124,181
132,122
138,397
1¡16,631

1A7,O28
168,1 74
180,680
191,890
2ú,710
2@,900
218,040
227.660
236,680

13.0
12.6
14.4
14.9
11.9
14.9
15.4
15.0
18.3
19.2
18.8
18.3
19.7
18.4
16.4
16.6
15.8
18.4
25.1
25.5
30.6
32.1
35.6
37.6
34.4
33.2
39.1
36.8
38.1
36.8
36.5
37.1
37.4
38.0
39.1

Zachary Taylot
Franklin Pierce
James Euchanan
Abraham L¡ncoln
Abraham Lincoln
Ulysses S, Grant
Ulysses S. Grant
Rutherford B. Hsyes
James A, Garf¡eld
Grover Clgveland
Benjam¡n Ha.r¡son
Grover Cleveland
Will¡am McKinley
Will¡am McKinley
Theodors Roosevolt
Will¡am Howsrd Taft
Woodrow Wil$n
Woodrow Wilson
Warren llard¡ng
CElvin Cool¡dge
Hsrb€rt Hoovet
Franklin D. Roosevelt
Fr¡nkl¡n D, Roosevelt
Franklin D. Roossvelt
Frankl¡n D. Floosevelt
Hsrry S. T.uman
Ow¡ght D. Eisenhorer
Dw¡ght D. Eisenhowe.
John F. Konnedy

Lyndon B. Johnson
Fl¡chard M. Nixon
Richard M. N¡xon
James E. Carter
Ronald REagsn

Flonald Resgan

a. Elections ar€ ¡ndiroct.

SOURCE: A. V¡nhanen; St¿tistical Abstract of tha Un¡ted Sbt6 1982; Kñs¡ng's Con-
temporaty Arch¡yes {33386), 1985.

B. Sbtistical H¡story of thc Unitcd St¿t* lrom Colon¡al T¡m6 to the Ptffint
lor 18¡E-1956; SALe, 23 for 1 960-198o; End Stat¡stical Abstrcct of the
Un¡ted Stat6 1985.

ll
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Figure 3l:21

UNITED STATES POPULATION VOTIÍ{G IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 18¿18-1984
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T¡ble 3421

COMPARISON OF AVERAGE PERCENT OF
POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL

ELECTIONS IN LAT]N AMERICA AND
THE UNIÍED STATES

Yarr Llr¡n Am€r¡c! United Stlts

18sO-1900 2.3
1901-1930 5.6

r6.0
21.2
36.O
36.7
34.5

1 931 -r 965
'f 966-19796

18.0
25.7

1980-19864 83

a. Brazil ¡s not inc¡uded 3¡nce congr6s ch6e the prosident.

SOURCE: Avlrrgs from t.bte3 340(L3420.

Figurc34:22

COMPARISON OF AVERAGE PERCENT OF POPULATION VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE UNITED STATES,1850-1986

I 850- 1 900 I 900-1 930 1 931 -1 965
Period

I 966-f 979 1 980-1 986

$OURCE: C8|€ulltld trm t!bt6 34Otl¡t21-
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Tabla 3422

TYPE OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION,20 LC,

Country

18¡10¡-1986

Typo of
Pres¡dentill Elsction Yur

9ü3

E. COLOMBIA

A.
B.
c.

D.

F.

G.

H.

t.

J.
K.

L.

AñGENTINA
BOLIVIA
BRAZIL

CHILE

lnd¡rect
D¡rsct
D¡r*t
lnd¡rct
lnd¡r@t
D¡r*t
D ¡rect
lnd¡rct
D¡rst
lrdirct
D¡@t
lndir$t
Dird
lnd¡r*t
D¡r&t
lnd¡rect

lnd¡rst
D¡rst
DirÉt
lnd¡rftt
Dirlct
l¡di@t
Direct

D¡r4t
lnd¡rct
D¡rÉt
lnd¡r*t
Dird
D¡ret

lnd¡rct
Direct
lnd¡r*t
D¡rst
lndiGt
Diret
lnd¡rct
PluEl Exsut¡w
D¡rst
Plu6l Exacut¡vr
D¡r6t
D¡.st
lnd¡r*t
D¡rct
lnd¡Etl

Sine 1853
S¡nc.1839
r891 -1964
196445
18:t3-1925
Aftor 1925

1853-61
1 863-1 91 0
Aftar 19lO
1849-1913
Afts 1913
1901-35
1935-59
1849-65
1Aa7-1924
Aftar 1924

1852-65
Attlr 1961
Attrr 1841
1S65-79
Aftcr 1879
1870-tgso
Aft€r 1 950

Sin@ 1850
1857-191 1

Altcr 1 91 1

1849-93
Aft¿r 1893
S¡ne 1904

r844-1 940
Atbr 1940
1S$-55
185640
1861-95
Afür 1895
r8:¡0-1918
1919-34
1934-52
195246
Afilr 1966
185841
18a1-1947
Aft.r'19¡17

Sino 185O

M.
N.

o.

P.

o.

R.

COSTA RICA

CUBA

OOMINICAN REP.

ECUAOON

EL SALVADOR
GUATEMALA

HAITI

HONDURAS
MEXTCO

NICARAGUA

PANAMA

PARAGUAY

P€RU

S. URUGUAY

T. VENEZUELA

UNITED STATES

l. Elrtion is only tormally ind¡rect r¡ncs, aeording to V8nhan3n,
the r6ult of tha popuhr elsction ¡! u¡ullly followad.

SOURCE: V.nh.non.
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Tablc 3423

IMPACT OF WOMEN,S SUFFRAGE ON VOTER
PARTICIPATION.20 LC

PC in
Voter Prnicipstion

Yclr of Altsr
Womanl Suffrage Wom€n,r Sulf6gs

Country A B

A. ARGENTINA 1 7
B. BOL|V|A 1952
c. BRAZTL 1932
D- CHILE 19¡19

E. COLOMBIA
F. COSTARICA
G. CUBA
H. DOMINICAN BEP

I. ECAUDOR
J. ELSALVADOF
K. GUATEMALA
L. HAITI

M. HONDUFAS
N. MEXTCO
O. NICARAGUA
P. PANAMA

O. PARAGUAY
R. PEFU
S. URUGUAY
T. VENEZUELA

1957
1949
1934
1942

1929
1939
1945
1950

1955
1953
1955
1945

1961
1955
1932
1 947

L¡tin Amer¡6 Awngeb

UNITED STATES 1920

+146.0
+705.0
+ffxt.0¡

+77.6

+108.7
+63.1

+126.3
+63.1

-50.08
+258.0

131.1
+¡143.5

+¡t6.11
+69.5
+61.8
+2ft.5l

-9.3
+113.O

-73.9
+53.8t

+138.6

+36.4

!. El@tions whare zero plr€nt of th! populalion votgd wara not
u3!d; the nlxt olrction in wh¡ch tt leat I p€rent votad, w6 ucd.

b. Unw€¡ght€d by populrtion.

SOURCE I A. Elta Chen6y, Sup#drd¡rs. p. 1 69.
B. Calcul.rrd from trbl6 340013420.

T¡ble 3424

LATIN AMER¡CA PRESIDENT]AL ELECTIONS,
BY DECADE, l840-1986

Drdd! Numbcr of Elction¡

i'

I

r84r-185{)
1851-1860
r861-1870
1 87 t -1880

r 881 -1 890
1891-19(x)
1901-1910
r91r-1920

1921-1930
1931-19¡lO
r941-1960
r951-1960

196r-1970
r971-1980
1 981 -1 986

12
39
35
45

¿l{l

12
40
45

11
43
39
38

35t
14.
21.

!. BÉzilian €letiont rr! not ¡nclud€d lrom 1964 through 1984,
bcduse the pr*¡dant ws chs€n by congre$.

souRcE: catcurltrd Irom iabls 3401 -342 1.
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Figure 34:23

LATIN AMERICA PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, BY DECADE. 1940-1986

46

u
42

¡t0

38

36

34

Number 32
of

Electlons 30

28

26

24

ü2

m

18

16

14

12

1881- 1891- 1901- 1911- 19i11- 1931- 1941- 1951- 196f- 1971- 1981-
9019m11m30405(¡60708086

1841- 1851-
5(¡ 60

1861- 1871-
70 80

SOURCE: T.bl€ 3424.
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Country Ruled by Military

Table 3425

POLTT|CAL STATUS. 19 LC. 1964-79

Country in Which
Eletoral Procss
Rgma¡ned ¡n Tact

Country with
"Riggod Elections

A. ARGENTINA

B, BOLIVIA
C. BRAZIL
D- CHILE

H. DOMINICAN REP.l
I. ECUADOR
J. ELSALVAOOR
M. HONOURAS

P. PANAMA
R. PERU
S. URUGUAY

CountrY

E. COLOMBIA
F. COSTA RICA
N. MEXTCO
T. VENEZUELA

GUAfEMALA2
HAtfl2
NICARAGUA2
PARAGUAY2

1966-1973
1976-1 9€r¡
1964-1980
1 964-1 985
1973-

1 964-1 9G5
19'12-1979
1973-r984
1 972-1 981

1 968-
1 968-1 980
1 973-1 984

K.
L,
o.
o.

1. The Oomin¡én Bepublic ws occup¡ed by thE Un¡ted Srstes,
2. Thsse countries, although they may haw besn contro¡led by dictstoE, still held

presid€nt¡al elect¡ons. I n the caie of Ha¡ti, ihs last president¡at elect¡on was in 1 961 ,
when Duvslier ws elected presid8nt for lifs, Cuba ¡s not listed sincE it doas not fall
¡n e¡ther category.

SOURCE : V anhanen i The Camtu¡dge Encycloped¡a of Latin Ameri@ and the Cailbbsn.

Teble 3426

MANDATORY VOTING LAWS, 14 L

Source Year of Source

A. ARGENTINA
C. BBAZIL
D, CHILE
F. COSTA RICA

H. DOMINICAN REP.
I. ECUADOR
J. ELSALVAOOR
K. GUATEMALA

M. HONDURAS
N. MEXICO
O. PARAGUAY
R. PERU

S. URUGUAY
T. VENEZUELA

Scobie, Argentina ,9. 195.
K¿6ing\ Co ntemporaty Arch ives, 31940,
Loueñan, Ch¡le , p.293.
Peelet, Lat¡n Amer¡an Democnci$, 9. 96,

Brea Franco, El S¡stema,p.352.
glankenstain 

, Ecuador , p. 29 .
Kñing's C o n te m p o a r y A rc h i v 6. 33204 -33206.
Joh¡son, Tha Guateñalan Pr$idential E l&tions.

Honduran Elst¡ont-
López R6ado, E/ Fegimen Constituc¡onal Mex¡c.no,p.47
Ke6i^g\ Contempoary Arch iv6, 28,97 4.
Gorman, Post-Revolut¡onary Peru , p.47 ,

K*3ing'3 CorÉmporc ry A rch iv 6, 3351 5.
Púler, Latin Amer¡@n Demüñci$, p, 98,

Numbsr of Vote6
A

Numbsr Regist€red
B

1971
1983
1979
1985

1983
1951
1984
1967

1985
1964
1978
1982

1985
1985

Percent8ge of Fleqistered
Who votedl

AIS

fable 3427

ARGENTINA REG]STERED VOTERS VOTING IN PRESIDENT¡AL ELECT¡ONS. 191 5S3

1916
1922
1928
1931
1 937
1946
1951
1958
r963
1 973
1983

723,909
823¡80

1,¿161,671

1,355,954
r,913.1 54
2,690133
7¡6r,555
9,063,498
9,325,997

12,077,422
18,374,769

1,189,2il
1,586J66
1807,566
2,116,552
2572,750
3,405,173
8,6238s8

10,oo2327
11356240
'14334,253

1 7.890.000

60.9
52.O
80.9
64.1
7'1.6
79.0
86.5
90.6
82-1
84.3
85.9

1. Alter 1951 null and blank votes ¡ncluded.

SOUFCE: A. TábIE 3400.
B. Cantón, vol. 1 ,81-25/.; Ke6ing's Contempordry Archives,26177 and 32554.
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Figure 34:24

ARGENTINA REGISTERED VOTERS VOT¡NG IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1916.43

1973 198Íl
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Number of Voters
Y€er A

Teble 3428

CHILE REGISTERED VOTERS VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL €LECTIONS, 1925-70

Number Regi3Ered
B

Percentage of Fl sg¡stered
Who Vot6d

A/B

1925
1927

1931
r932
1938
1942
1946
1 952
1958
1964
1970

SOURCE: Loveman, Cálle, p.200.

260,89s
233,103
285,810
343892
¡t43,898
¿166,507

479,019
955,1 02

1,250,437
2,503,692
2,954,799

302,212
302,142
388p59
429,772
503,870
581,486
631,527

1 ,1 05,0?9
1,521,272
2,915,121
3,539,747

86.3
77.2
73.4
80.0
88.1
80.2
75.9
86.4
42.2
86.8
93,5

93

92

78

T7

94

91

90

89

88

t7
86

85

84

83

82

81

80

79

76

7S

74

73

%

Figure 34:25

CHILE REG]STERED VOTERS VOTING ¡N PRES¡DENT]AL ELECTIONS,1925-70

1925 1927 19:t1 1932 1938 1942 1952 1958

SOURCET T.blE 3428.

r946 196¡t 1970
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Table 3429

PERU REGISTERED VOTERS VOTING IN PRESIDENT¡AL ELECTIONS, 1931-85

9fl9

Numbe¡ of Votere
Ysar A

Numb€r Regbtered
B

Percent¿ge of Reg¡3tered
Who Voted

A/B

1931
r939
1945
1956
1963
1980

1 985

SOURCE: f.ble 3429

323.636
339,195
45631 0

1,324,253
1,55É,284
4,563,263
7.557.192

392381
597,182
776,572

1,575,741
2,O70,718
6,500,000

10,795,974

82.5
57.8
58.8
84.0
94.4
70.2
70.0

SOURCE: A. T8ble 341 7.
B. Roegl¡o. pp. 25-38t Fets on Fite,1980; and Keesi¡g's Contemporary Archiv$

1338361.1985.

Figure 34:26

PERU REG¡STERED VOTERS VOTING IN PRESIDEÍIITIAL ELECTIOilS, 1C¡T{s

%
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Numb€r of Vote6
Y6r A

Tablc 3430

COLOMBlA REGISTERED VOTERS VOTING IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1938.86

Number Reg¡stered
B

Psrcentsge of Reg¡stered
Who Voted

A/B

1938
19¡.2
1946
1949
1958
1962
1906
1970
1974
1978
1982
1986

SOURCE¡ A. Table 3404.

513,520
1,¡47,806
1¡66,087
1,140¡46
3,10S,567
2,631 ,613
2.638,411
4.036.458
5,212,133
5,075,719
6,840,392
7.074.726

1 ,700,171
2p56366
2,450,596
2866539
5,3S6,981
5,404,765
6,61 1,352
7,683,785
8864A72

r2,580,851
r3,734,093
13,000,000+

30.2
55.8
55.7
39.8
57.7

48.7
39.9
s2.5
58.1
40.3
49.8
5,4.4

8. Colombia Estadktica,1985, pp. 85-86; and El Espiltador, May 22.19ú.

Figure 34:27

COLOÍIIBIA REG¡STERED VOTEBS VOT¡NG ]N PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 1988-86

60

58
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54

52

50

¡f8
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4
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¿lo

38
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3¿l

ti2

30

%

SOURCE: f¡ble 3¡tilo.


